Insurance benefits coverage for persons with spinal cord injuries: determining differences across payors.
This investigation represents a preliminary step in determining differences in benefits coverage among three types of rehabilitation insurance payors (Catastrophic payors, which include Automobile No-Fault and Workers' Disability Compensation; Medicaid; and Third-party private payors). Subjects in this study were 122 spinal cord injury (SCI) outpatients who received their initial rehabilitation at the University of Michigan Medical Center and at the Rehabilitation Institute of Michigan. Insurance benefits received by them were examined across the following areas: accessible housing, transportation, personal attendant care services, professional outpatient services and adapted equipment. Results indicated differences across the three payors, with catastrophically-sponsored SCI outpatients receiving more benefits than SCI outpatients sponsored by public Medicaid or by private third-party insurance. Implications and recommendations for further studies are briefly discussed.